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 Introduction 
By way of introduction, Bauchi State’s popular slogan is “Pearl of Tourism” while it also prides itself as home of culture and tourism for the enormous natural attributes Allah has endowed it with. It Is the State that produced the first and only Prime Minister of Nigeria, the late Right Honorable Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa (PC, KBE, CBE, OBE, LLD). The favorable climatic condition of the State and numerous ethnic entities presenting its cultures, makes it a heaven for visitors and tourists. 
Geography 
Bauchi State is located between 90 3’ north of the equator. I According to the UNDP’s Human Development Report 2018 Achieving Human Development in North East Nigeria, the state is occupying a total land area of 49,119 km² representing about 5.3 per cent of Nigeria’s total land mass. The state is bordered by seven states of Kano and Jigawa to the north, Taraba and Plateau to the south, Gombe and Yobe to the east and Kaduna to the west. Bauchi state is one of the states in the northern part of Nigeria that spans two distinctive vegetation zones; i.e. the Sudan savannah and the Sahel savannah with the former covering the southern part where it gets richer (agriculturally), especially along water sources and the latter (also known as a semi-desert vegetation) manifest from the middle of the state as one moves to the north, comprising mainly of isolated stands of thorny shrubs. The southwestern part of the state is mountainous as a result of the continuation of the Jos Plateau, while the northern part is generally sandy. 
Agriculture dominates the economy, and millet, sorghum, corn (maize), yams, rice, cassava (manioc), tomatoes, and vegetables are produced. Bauchi used to be one of Nigeria’s main cotton-producing states; peanuts (groundnuts) is one of the cash crops. Cattles, goats, and sheep are raised. From the mid-1970s irrigation schemes have greatly increased production. Alluvial tin and columbite mining provided minerals for export; cassiterite, coal, limestone, iron ore, antimony, and marble are abundant mineral resources. Cotton weaving and dyeing, tanning, and blacksmithing are traditional activities.ii Rains start earlier in the southern part of the state, where rain is heaviest and lasts longer. Here the rains start in April with the highest record amount of 1,300 millimeters (51 in) per annum. In contrast, the northern part of the state receives the rains late, usually around June or July, and records the highest amount of 700 millimeters (28 in) per annum.
 In the same vein, the weather experienced in the south and the north varies considerably. While it is humidly hot during the early part of the rainy season in the south, the hot, dry and dusty weather lingers up north. 
In addition to rainfall, Bauchi state is watered by number of rivers. They include the Gongola and Jama’are rivers. The Gongola River crosses Bauchi state in Tafawa Balewa Local Government Area in the south and in Kirfi and Alkaleri Local Government Areas in the eastern part of the state, while the Jama’are River cuts across a number of Local Government Areas in the northern part of the state. Moreover, a substantial part of the Hadeja-Jama'are River basin lies in Bauchi state, which along with various fadama (floodplain) areas in the state provides suitable land for agricultural activities. These are further supported by the number of dams meant for irrigation and other purposes. These include the Gubi and TildenFulani dams. There also lakes such as the Maladumba lake in Misau Local Government Area that further provide the necessary conditions to support agriculture, fishing and a site harboring different bird species migrating from different countries. 
However, in a bid to fully harness the agricultural potentials of the State, vis-à-vis the fertile 4.2m hectares of cultivable land, favorable rainfalls, rivers and dams, and ensure attainment of food security and nutrition by increasing production of agricultural materials, modernization of agriculture production, processing, storage and distribution, the Bauchi State Governor Bala Mohammed recently launched an Agricultural Policy Document. The policy was designed to fix ten (10) high potential value chains by addressing challenges bedeviling the entire agricultural sector. In a recent meeting with investors from France who are experts in human capital development, he pledged to work with the investors for the production of organic products that will meet the European Union requirements by assisting farmers to develop their productions. 
iii History 
I am quoting George Orwell who wrote in one of his novels that “The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own understanding of their history.” 
What is now known as Bauchi State was until 1976 a province in the then North Eastern State of Nigeria. According to the 2006 census, the state has a population of 4,653,066. 
During the colonial era up to independence, it formed part of the Bauchi Plateau of the then Northern Region, until the 1967 state creation exercise, when the Bauchi, Borno, and Adamawa provinces constituted the former North-Eastern State. 
With the creation of Bauchi State in 1976, then comprising present Bauchi and Gombe States, it included 16 local government areas. The number of local government areas in the then Bauchi State was increased to 20 and later to 23. However, in 1997 when Gombe State was created out of Bauchi and additional local governments were created in the country, Bauchi State was left with 20 local government areas. The LGAs are Alkaleri, Bauchi, Bogoro, Dambam, Darazo, Dass, Gamawa, Ganjuwa, Giade, Itas/Gadau, Katagum, Jama’are, Kirfi, Misau, Ningi, Shira, Tafawa Balewa, Toro, Warji, and Zaki. Bauchi State has a total of 55 tribal groups. The Ajawa language was spoken in parts of Bauchi State, but became extinct between 1920 and 1940 as speakers switched to Hausa. Currently, the tribes existing in the state include Gerawa, Sayawa, Jarawa, Kirfawa, Bolewa, Karekare, Kanuri, Fa’awa, Butuwa, Warjawa, Zulawa, Boyawa, where Hausa and Fulani are the main tribes. This means that they have backgrounds, occupational patterns, beliefs and many other things that form part of the existence of the people of the state. 
There are cultural similarities in the people's language, occupational practices, festival, dress and there is a high degree of ethnic interaction especially in marriage and economic existence. Some of the ethnic groups have joking relationships that exist between them, e.g. Fulani and Kanuri, Jarawa and Sayawa. 
According to tradition, Bauchi was named after a hunter known as Baushe, who settled in the region before the arrival of Yakubu, the first traditional ruler of Bauchi emirate (founded 1800–10). In Hausa the word Bauchi means the land of freedom and tourism. Bauchi and Adamawa were the two main sources of freedom and tourism for the Fulani empire of Sokoto.
iv Bauchi State has gone through tremendous transformation over the years. It is governed by sixteen (16) military and civilian Governors/admonitors in a proportion of 5 to 3. Presently, the State is governed by Senator Bala Mohammed (Kauran Bauchi) who received a popular mandate in the February 2019 election to reposition the State in every aspect of human development in line with the needs and aspirations of its citizens. 
Cultures 
Bauchi State is multi-cultural with over 50 different ethnic groups populous among them are the Hausa, Fulani, Kanuri, Sayawa, Gerawa, Badawa, Jarawa, Zulawa, Kare-Kare, Bolewa and Warjawa. Those ethnics are predominantly adherents of the Islamic and the Christian faith, while few practice their traditional religions handed down to them by their ancestors. The practices of the various ethnic groups ensure variety in cultural expressions. 
Durbar 
Durbar is occasioned by the celebration of the two Muslim Ids festivals – Id-ul Fitr (commemorating the end of the Ramadan fasting) and Id-ul Adha (celebrating the culmination of the pilgrimage rituals to Mecca). Durbar is also organize to celebrate the coming (arrival) of an important personality on an official visit such as Presidents and Heads of States and Governments. Durbar is a display of the beauty of horse riding, colorful costuming, with musical accompaniment. Durbar is more prominent in the six (6) Emirates of Bauchi, Misau, Azare, Jama’are, Ningi and Dass. However, even at the district levels, durbar is organized during Id ul Adha and also to honor visiting dignitaries. Hawan Daushe is another form of Durbar where the Emir of Bauchi as the Chairman of the Council of Chiefs in Bauchi State, and whose city hosts the seat of Government, pays homage to the Governor of the State at the Government House a day after each Sallah. He, and his councilors accompanied by retinues, courtiers and musicians ride in a fashionable procession to the State House. 
Cultural Troupes 
Bauchi State is endowed with hundreds of tribal and ethnic groupings who express themselves in different dance patterns and musical renditions. Through their dances and instrumentations, the tribes retold their exploits in wars, present to the audience their weather and climatic conditions favorable to farming of series of food crops and fruits. While some of these cultural troupes are fixated to particular domain or locale such as royal troupes who perform to traditional rulers, other cultural troupes found within communities and few who would be regarded as travelling troupes abound. Even though every community in Bauchi State could boast of having a cultural troupe to call its own, significant among them include Makadan Tambari (Tamborine players) in the palace of Emir of Bauchi. The Tambari of Bauchi with a historic significance relating to an old traditional banter between the two tribes of Kanuri of Borno and the Fulani Jihadist of the great scholar Sheik Usman Bin Fodio, whose student, the Yakubun Bauchi overcome the marauding Kanuris going after the Shehu. Other vital cultural troupes include the Afizare of the Jarawa tribe, Gere Masquerades (Dodon Gere) of the Gerawa tribe, Lawurba Dance (simply known as Taka Ka Sha Mari in Hausa language ) as performed by the Sayawa tribe, Kyaro war dance and Takai, the Fulani Sharo performance with its accompanying music and praise singing of the valiant. Daya performance of the Fulani is meant to be a socializing avenue for youths to interact, regale in dance with rhythmic patterns with the intention of winning the heart of a loved one. 
A State Cultural Troupe established in 1984 enlists number of young artistes and the elderly in showcasing the various dances, songs and other traditional performance found in the State in entertaining varied audiences at various occasions within and outside the State, and indeed outside the country. 
Cuisines 
“The closest way to a man’s heart said to be through his stomach” is a true depiction of the reality of food being the source of health and happy living. Each of the tribes in Bauchi State could boast of a certain cuisine to celebrate a good harvest, birth of a new child, community gathering and even host an important visitor. Tuwo miyan kuka (mould made from cereals such as guinea corn, millet and maize with stew made from baobab leaves) is the general staple food of most of the tribes in Bauchi State. Usually, what differentiate the foods of the various tribes is in the choice of the cereal and condiment for the stew that are locally grown in their particular environment. Danwake (made from bean and other cereals) is an occasional food of the Hausa people. Chacchanga (millet cuscus) is another food from gudduri (areas surrounding the Northern Senatorial zone of Bauchi state that include Katagum, Misau, Itas-Gadau, Zaki, Shira and Giade LGAs). Such desserts as Masa ‘Yar Bauchi (rice pastry) and Kilishi (dried meat) have become national delicacies. The Jarawa tribe prepares Gwaten Accha as a popular dessert. Fura da Nono is the pastime of the Fulani tribes in Bauchi State. The Fulani tribes are usually wandering cattle rearers who move from place to place in search of posture for their herds of cattle. 
Festivals 
The peoples and tribes of Bauchi State are outward and merry. Hardly an occasion passes by without an accompaniment festivities. From a new season heralding the coming of the rain to harvest; wedding, birth and the rituals perform on the dead all come with festivities. The Durbar of the two Muslim Sallah ids bring along colorful display in horse riding, horses adornment with musical accompaniment and an atmosphere of fun and amusement. There are the festivals celebrating the births of the great figures of the two predominant religions professed by majority of the people of Bauchi State. Christmas which comes once every year ending (December) brings Christians of many denomination to celebrate the birth of Jesus, being the pillar of the Christian faith while some section of the Muslim faithful also celebrate Maulud as from 12th Rabiul Awwal of the Islamic calendar, a day supposedly believed to be the birth date of Muhammad, the prophet of Islam. The Kare-Kare tribes of Jalam in Misau LGA and other localities adore their elder statesman known as Makwui, who uses his spiritual adore bestows on him the privilege of announcing the commencement of the rainy season for farmers to begin planting of their seedlings as well as determine when to harvest. Makwui is regarded with much reverence and his pronouncement is considered the voice of the high above. 
Dress Codes and Costumes 
Dress is more than just a covering for nudity; it is an expression of both the inside and outside of mankind. Through colors, patterns and designs, various ethnic tribes thread the history of their people. Dresses are patterned to suit occasions, seasons, as well as individual tastes. The diverse cultures of the good people of Bauchi State justifies varied dressing codes such as flowing gown dressed with an inner jampa, a trouser and a matching cap and a shoe (usually skin sandals). A casual wear of a Hausa and Fulani speaking male is a jampa, a trouser, a cap and a shoe. Females cover themselves in full wrapper with headtie and a veil. With the introduction of the sharia Islamic code, one finds married women completely covered from head to toe to prevent the glare of unchaste men. However, the diverse cultural setting of the State encourages other wears that include modern western style of dresses especially for corporate appearances (especially worn by individuals working in the private sector of the economy). The traditional dying of materials, which hitherto has been in decline, has began to gather momentum with the upsurge of demand on the Senegalese batik (boutique) and that of Zaria brocades. Practitioners of the tie and dye are now found in Bauchi town. 
Tourists Sites 
This presentation will not have been complete without mentioning the position of tourism as one of the endowment nature and custom has bequeathed to Bauchi State. The State is a tourist’s destination with Yankari Game Reserve, and its warm spring at Wikki, and fauna (wildlife) as major attraction. The State is about to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with World Conservation Foundation, with a view to protecting plant species and animals in the Reserve.v Sumu Wildlife Park is another tourist’s attraction in Ganjuwa Local Government Area of the State with its unique animal species including giraffes, zebras and buffalos. 
Conclusion 
One major asset of Bauchi State is its relative peace despite the security challenges faced in the North-East region. The peace could also be as a result of the cordial relations and harmonious existence amongst the diverse ethnic groups in the State, thereby hosting internally dispersed persons (IDPs) from the neighboring States. While the current administration of His Excellency, Senator Bala Mohammed (Kauran Bauchi) is poised to showcase the potentials of the State in every sphere including agriculture, commerce, and tourism, and ensure continued peaceful coexistence amongst the diverse ethnic groups in the State as one of the cardinal goals of this administration for meaningful development. It is then the State’s advantages in natural resources, history and culture assets could hold the pillars of development that Our Governor envision to take the state to a greater height. 
Thank you. 
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